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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM WOW:

Happy Spring, Everyone! While it seems like the Very Special Purse Party IV just occurred 
yesterday, WOW has no time to let the fresh green grass of this season grow under our feet! 
There are too many awesome initiatives happening in Greater Akron and beyond, and we are 
excited to be participating in these labors of love. We hope you will take a few moments to read 
through this issue of Sew and Sow to learn about one such project – Lydia’s Home: an outreach 
of Broken Chains Ministries. 

WOW has committed to partnering with Broken Chains for the remainder of 2017, praying 
and trusting that God will provide for every need of this transitional home for women. We 
are working on some fun events and opportunities to support Lydia’s Home, and we would 
be grateful for your help. Read about our journal project in this issue, and stay tuned to our 
Facebook page and website to learn of future events. Please also read the article on Lydia’s 
Home to learn more about this exciting, Christ-centered haven of hope. 

And speaking of The Very Special Purse Party IV, isn’t it fantastic when you can see the fruit of 
your donations? WOW is so excited to share an update on the Battambang Home 11, the latest 
family home for orphans in Cambodia being built by Asia’s Hope. This is the home that YOU 
helped to fund, and we are overjoyed to show it to you!

We pray that you will be as inspired as we are by God’s many great works around us, and we 
thank you again for your support – past, present and future!

Gratefully,
WOW – Women for Oppressed Women

BUY A JOURNAL,  
SPREAD THE JOY OF JESUS

When WOW sister Gini Thompson 
developed a pattern for journal 
covers and began to sew them 
for friends, she had no idea how 
powerfully God would use them 
to touch lives! Gini began to sell 
the journals to friends for $10 
each, giving all of the proceeds 
to WOW. Soon she was receiving 
group orders so large, she could 
barely keep up with demand. She 
recruited a few friends from WOW 
to help her fabricate them, and 
the result has been thousands of 
dollars in support for the poor and 
oppressed!

This year, Gini’s journals are being 
sold to support Lydia’s Home, an 
outreach of Broken Chains Min-
istries. These wonderful books 
include a college composition book 
(i.e., they are refillable!), a beautiful 
fabric cover and even a place for 
your pen. 

To purchase a WOW journal for 
$10 and support Lydia’s Home, 
please contact Kathie Brown at 
kathie.brown@thechapel.life. 

LYDIA’S HOME: A HAVEN FOR WISDOM, WORSHIP AND WELLBEING

“One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple 
goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was 
said by Paul.”  – Acts 16:14 ESV

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary defines the word “haven” as (1) a harbor or port; (2) a place of 
safety and refuge that (3) offers favorable opportunities or conditions.  For Broken Chains 
Ministry in Akron, Ohio, Lydia’s Home will be just that safe place for women leaving prison. At 
its optimum, however, the transition house will provide more than shelter. The home will be an 
environment for women to realize their full, God-given purpose and abilities.

Lydia’s Home is the brainchild of Dennis 
Strawhan, executive director of Broken 
Chains since 2004. Dennis is acutely 
aware of the pitfalls that face a person 
completing their prison sentence. He has 
overcome those snares himself.

“I had been a corporate professional, 
married with two kids and enjoying all of 
the trappings of this world,” Dennis says. 
“But I was empty inside. Then, my wife 
decided she was finished with our marriage and left me with my two kids. 

“I tanked emotionally,” Dennis continued. “I turned to some friends, whose ‘help’ led me into a 
$1,000 per day crack cocaine addiction.”

CLICK HERE to read the whole story. 

PURSE PARTY UPDATE! THE HOME THAT YOU FUNDED!

WOW is yet again overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from 
the greatest, most fun group of women Northeast Ohio has ever seen! 
Thanks to your purchase of purses and outright donations to Asia’s 
Hope and WOW, Battambang Home 11 in Cambodia is nearly complete! 
Take a look at these beautiful photos and join us in praising God for 
doing immeasurably more than we could ever ask or imagine.

In the name of Jesus Christ and 
for the glory of God, we, the 

women of WOW, seek to meet 
the needs of women, locally 

and around the world, who are 
oppressed emotionally, physically 

and spiritually.
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