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JOURNAL JAM & JAVA: LEARNING ABOUT THE POWER IN OUR PENS

“Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be 
created may praise the LORD.”  - Psalm 102:18

When presented with a challenge to raise money for one of the ministries WOW 
supports, Gini Thompson immediately thought of sewing and selling journals. 
Why journals? Gini chose journals because she had discovered that there is 
transformative power in putting a pen to paper. 

Because of Gini Thompson’s love for journaling and her decision to sew 
beautifully designed journals, WOW – Women for Oppressed Women has seen 
powerful results, as well. WOW has been able to support ministries from Akron, to Asia to the Americas. One 
hundred percent of the proceeds from journal sales have been donated to build an orphanage in Cambodia 
and to provide transitional housing for women leaving prison and reentering society. 

Yet, WOW recognizes that the true power of journals is lost if their pages are left blank. As Gini discovered, 
power comes from putting pen to paper; but the power is untapped unless the potential journalist knows 
how to use her instruments. For that reason, beginning this summer, WOW is launching a series of home-
based classes called “Journal Jam & Java.” These joyful, relaxed events will feature a presentation by a 
journaling enthusiast who will instruct attendees in her own unique approaches and techniques. Guests also 
will discover a little bit about WOW and its mission, and – true to the event title – Java will be served!

Think you might like to try your hand at journaling? Several gatherings are scheduled for August through 
October! Let us know of your interest by e-mailing Kathie Brown at kathie.brown@thechapel.life. We’ll be sure 
to send you an invitation!

SAVE YOUR DATE(S) FOR 
NOVEMBER 2018!

We know it’s a year away, but 
we are excited about WOW’s 
Very Special Purse Party V – 
Windows on the World! Our 
latest purse party will be held on 
a Friday in November 2018 and 
will feature many of the boutiques 
and silent auction activities you 
have enjoyed in the past, with all 
proceeds benefitting The Chapel’s 
Mission to Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula. Of course, as WOW 
always tries to provide, there will 
be some unexpected twists!

Be sure to watch our Facebook 
page and wow-ministry.org for 
updates on the VSPPV! It’s an event 
not to be missed. 
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LYDIA’S HOME: A HAVEN FOR WISDOM, WORSHIP AND WELLBEING

“One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of 
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. 
The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by 
Paul.”  – Acts 16:14 ESV

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary defines the word “haven” as (1) a 
harbor or port; (2) a place of safety and refuge that (3) offers 
favorable opportunities or conditions.  For Broken Chains Ministry 
in Akron, Ohio, Lydia’s Home will be just that safe place for 
women leaving prison. At its optimum, however, the transition house will provide more than shelter. The 
home will be an environment for women to realize their full, God-given purpose and abilities.

Lydia’s Home is the brainchild of Dennis Strawhan, executive director of Broken Chains since 2004. Dennis 
is acutely aware of the pitfalls that face a person completing their prison sentence. He has overcome those 
snares himself.

“I had been a corporate professional, married with two kids and enjoying all of the trappings of this world,” 
Dennis says. “But I was empty inside. Then, my wife decided she was finished with our marriage and left me 
with my two kids. 

“I tanked emotionally,” Dennis continued. “I turned to some friends, whose ‘help’ led me into a $1,000 per day 
crack cocaine addiction.”

CLICK HERE to read the whole story. 

In the name of Jesus Christ and for 
the glory of God, we, the women of 
WOW, seek to meet the needs of  

women, locally and around the world, 
who are oppressed emotionally, 

physically and spiritually.
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 MISSION HOPE- MINISTRY TO THE MAYAN PEOPLE OF THE YUCATAN PENINSULA

“For this is what the Lord has commanded 
us: ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring salvation to the ends 
of the earth.’ When the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad and honored the word of 
the Lord; and all who were appointed for 
eternal life believed. The word of the Lord 
spread through the whole region.” Acts 13: 
47-49 NIV

Though not all people in the Yucatan who 
hear the truth of the Gospel are glad…it is a 
commandment of our Lord that we bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth.  When one 
considers a people group like the Mayans who 
have heard bits and pieces about many different 
gods and religions over the centuries, it is a 
privilege to be a part of bringing the One True 
God to them!  

Todd and Shananne Lewis are the liaisons 
between The Chapel and the Mission 
House ministry in the Yucatan Peninsula of 
Mexico.  Todd 
initially took part 
in a Chapel trip 
to the Yucatan 
and felt God’s 
tug on his heart 
to become more 
involved.  He was 
able to take his 
whole family on 
the next trip, and soon the family was equally 
excited.  Todd and Shananne are using their 
passion to reach the Mayan people and their 
God-given gifts to help facilitate Chapel trips, 
to publish Mission House prayer requests and 
to help coordinate Chapel-assisted projects for 
the Mission House ministries.

Each group that goes on mission to the Yucatan 
is energized by the Mayans and their response 
to the Gospel and activities of the Mission 
House.   Seven additional churches have been 
or are being started in surrounding villages, and 
The Mission House is working hard to train and 
commission pastors to start churches in even 
more villages in the Yucatan in the near future.

The Mayan people, especially the children, are 
very open to the many opportunities to learn 
about Christ, which the Mission House and the 
village churches provide.  Family ties are very 
important to the Mayans and often when one 
member of a family becomes involved with the 
Mission House, others soon become interested 
in exploring what is going on there.  The adult 
Mayans are grateful for the medical and dental 
care that teams have provided. These efforts 
have been an incredible outreach tool that draws 
many Mayans directly to those who can show 
and tell about Christ’s love while meeting a host 
of very real physical needs.

As one might imagine, the Mayan people do 
have many hardships. One of the biggest 
struggles is alcoholism among the men. Men 
are the primary job holders in the Yucatan. 
Unfortunately, many of them have to travel 
several hours from home to find work, and they 
use the lion’s share of their income on alcohol. 
Only a small percentage of their income goes 
back home to the women and children for food 
and other necessities.

The women spend a large portion of their time 
preparing food for the families. Most of their 
effort is spent working with corn to make 
tortillas.  The corn is soaked and then needs to 
be ground by hand.  There are some commercial 
community grinders in the area, but most are 
quite a distance away.

A couple of women work in small stores 
located in the villages. Most women, however, 
weave colorful, strong hammocks for their 
families.  Mayans sleep and sit on hammocks 

instead of beds and couches.  Some of the 
women sell their hammocks, but they get only 
a small portion of the purchase price. The rest 
of the proceeds go to merchants from Cancun 
in exchange for supplies.   Later the merchants 
collect the hammocks, paying the village 
women only a few dollars per hammock.

WOW is looking forward to coming alongside 
Mission House ministries in 2018 to support 
the Mayan women in some tangible, creative 
way.  We have acquired several of the hand-
made hammocks to sell here in the United 
States. All proceeds will establish a seed fund 
for the Mayans to establish a more sustainable 
and lucrative microenterprise.

Please see the sidebar articles on two very 
exciting upcoming events: 
• WOW’s Family Hike and Hand-up Hammocks 

event on Sunday, Sept. 17.
• WOW’s Very Special Purse Party V – 

Windows on the World – scheduled for 
November 2018.

 - Shelly Mountjoy,©March 2017

JOIN US FOR WOW’S HAND UP HAMMOCK FAMILY HIKING EVENT!

Sunday, September 17, 2017  at 1 p.m. |  Sherman Shelter at Silver Creek Metro Park, Norton, OH

What if you could 
do something really 
cool with your family 
and potentially help 
hundreds of people at 
the same time? Here’s 
your opportunity!

It’s almost fall in 
Northeast Ohio, and 
what could be better 
to enjoy God’s 

beautiful creation than to take a family hike? The 
Pheasant Run Trail at the Silver Creek Metro Park 
in Norton, OH is part of this year’s Fall Hiking 
Spree. WOW invites you to join us for a fun-
filled Sunday afternoon that includes:

• A post-church hamburger and hot dog 
picnic, 

• A 1.5 mile hike (rated easy), (Hiking Spree 
forms will be available for all!)

• And a presentation of stories from The 

Chapel’s recent trips to the Yucatan 
Peninsula. 

• And how about a hammock siesta after 
blazing the hiking trail? WOW has you 
covered!

The Mayan women of Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula carefully hand-weave hammocks in 
their huts and yards, selling them at market to 
provide for their families. Their profit is minimal, 
though, and they would benefit far more from 
additional earning sources. WOW has purchased 
some of the hammocks directly from the 
women, in order to resell them stateside and 

help develop a 
seed fund for a 
more sustainable 
and profitable 
microenterprise. 

We will have 
Hand-up 
Hammocks on 
display for you to try out, and you can learn 
how to get one for yourself!

Cost of the picnic is $2.50 per person or $10 
per family, and all proceeds will benefit Greater 
Akron’s own Broken Chains Ministry. So that we 
are certain to have enough food, please RSVP 
by Friday, September 8th to Linda Maynard at 
lrmaynard@hotmail.com. Questions? Shoot Linda 
an e-mail or call her at 330.812.4357.

Leisure for us.   
Life for our Yucatan neighbors.
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