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WOW’S YEAR IN REVIEW
Welcome to WOW’s annual newsletter, Sew and Sow. We highlight the word “annual,” as this 
represents a change for this publication we’ve grown so attached to since our inception. Sew and 
Sow began as a quarterly newsletter, the primary means by which we communicated with you, our 
steadfast friends. As technologies have changed, however, and our website has been established, 
we find ourselves leaning much more on social media and our blog to keep you up to date. Thus, 
we are making a change. Sew and Sow will now become a year-end communique – an annual report 
of WOW’s activities, but more importantly, an annual celebration of all that God has done for His 
creation! We hope you enjoy looking back at His amazing grace and provision, and we extend a 
blessing to each of you for a joyous New Year!

In Spring 2017, WOW had the idea to help women 
learn about growing their faith through journaling 
at home-based events. An extension of our WOW 
Journals, originally developed by Gini Thompson, 
the idea came about when one WOW sister said, 
“I would use a journal if I just knew how.” We 
affectionately christened our home gatherings 

Journal, Jam and Java (JJ&J). As we learn together with dear friends, we 
also are able to sell WOW journals to benefit the poor and oppressed.

In 2017, those funds were used to support Broken 
Chains’ Lydia’s Home.  Lydia’s Home is a safe 
haven for women with addiction problems who 
are being released from jail. Not only can they 
live there, but they also can grow spiritually 
and develop life skills that will help them to live 
successfully in the community. 

Each of our JJ&J events has been held in the 
hostess’s home or a venue of her choosing and 
has reflected her and her guests’ unique personalities.  However, all of the 
JJ&Js have similarities, as well:

• Each event has WOW sisters on hand to help.

• Our journaling enthusiasts share their hearts and invaluable 
experiences in hopes of encouraging attendees with techniques to 
deepen their faith and prayer life.

• JJ&J guests share their own great ideas, and our journaling information 
bank continues to grow!

The JJ&Js have focused on using scripture as a model and focus of 
journaling, and this has been a blessing to our guests. Some guests have 
been so deeply touched that they have made spiritual changes in their 

lives as a result of attending.  Meanwhile, guests have purchased many 
WOW Journals and accessories as a way of helping Lydia’s Home and 
other local and global ministries supported by WOW.  Sharing the gift of 
journaling with family and friends has been an added blessing!

Since our first JJ&J in July 2017, 
friends of WOW have hosted more 
than 20 home gatherings and have 
contributed $50,000 to WOW 
ministries through journal purchases 
and donations. Those monetary gifts 
have allowed WOW to exceed our 
fundraising goal for Broken Chains 
Ministry, install the initial water station 
in Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula and 
support other humanitarian efforts 
in The Chapel’s global outreach 
countries.

One exciting and slightly different 
JJ&J WOW held in 2017 was 
Christmas-themed!  In addition to 
some of our usual content, special 
guest, Marie Shoup, shared her 
expertise in Faithbooking.  Marie 
taught the attendees how this art-focused form of journaling can enrich 
spiritual growth, focus and memories.  This special Christmas JJ&J was 
held at the Akron Campus of The Chapel and welcomed 100+ guests.

WOW has been humbled by the way God is using these JJ&Js, and we 
are enjoying watching God do above and beyond our initial concept!  
Please contact Kathie Brown at kathie.brown@thechapel.life if you would 
like to attend or host an in-home event.

In the name of Jesus Christ and for 
the glory of God, we, the women of 
WOW, seek to meet the needs of  

women, locally and around the world, 
who are oppressed emotionally, 

physically and spiritually.

BEAUTY FROM THE INSIDE OUT - ENTREPRENEURS ON MISSION

Since February 2011, I have had the overwhelming privilege to be part of WOW – 
Women for Oppressed Women. Not only have I been able to participate in four purse 
parties, three OpportuniTeas and countless other endeavors on behalf of the poor and 
oppressed, but I also have enjoyed writing about much of WOW’s mission.

Yet, a part of me wanted to do more.

• I saw Mozambican women hand-knitting purses and sewing clothes to provide 
for their children, despite all of their other responsibilities.

• I watched a sister’s love of sewing and passion for journaling ignite a fundraising 
spark that has attracted additional sewers and has been fanned into an inferno of 
support for the oppressed in Asia and now Greater Akron.

• I witnessed teen and adolescent girls organize pizza and bake sales to provide a 
safe haven for victims of human trafficking.

• And I saw much, much more.

WOW’S HAND UP HAMMOCK FAMILY HIKING EVENT

On Sunday, September 17, 2017, about 
70 family hiking enthusiasts and friends 
of WOW gathered at Silver Creek Metro 
Park in Norton, OH for the Hand-Up 
Hammock Family Hiking Event. Guests 
not only basked in the beautiful sunshine 
at one of Northeast Ohio’s picturesque 
parks, but also enjoyed a love-offering 
lunch benefitting Broken Chains Ministry, 
a presentation on hiking and hammock-
tying tips by Patrick Jackson, stories 
from the mission field of Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula and the opportunity 
to test out and reserve handmade 
hammocks from the women of the 
Yucatan. They capped off their Sunday 
afternoon by participating in Summit 
Metropark’s Fall Hiking Spree!

The hand-woven Hand-Up Hammocks 
was a project WOW – Women for 
Oppressed Women came alongside 
in order to establish a seed fund for 
the women of the Yucatan. While 
the women do sell their hammocks 
at market, their profit is minimal. The 
seed fund was used to establish 
a more sustainable and profitable 
microenterprise – clean water stations 
-- in villages where The Chapel has been 
helping to plant churches. One hundred 
percent of each hammock sale went 
directly into the seed fund.

THIRTEEN MONTHS OF JOURNAL JAM & JAVA 

LYDIA’S HOME – HOPE AFTER 
INCARCERATION AND OPIATE ADDICTION
In February 2017, Chris Uhl, a WOW sister, brought 
the needs of Lydia’s Home (Broken Chains) to our 
attention. Lydia’s Home is a place where women 
coming out of incarceration and/or addiction live 
while receiving mentoring, advocacy, work force 
development and spiritual encouragement. Our goal 
was to raise $25,000 to help furnish this home.

We sought the Lord for ideas and we came up with a 
plan to sell WOW Journals. As women purchased them, 
however, they began to express their desire to learn 
more about journaling; and WOW was given a new 
means to encourage women! We began to develop 
home-based classes to help people learn how to 
deepen their relationship with Christ through journaling. 
We held our first Journal, Jam & Java (JJJ) on July 23rd, 
and explored journaling together with our guests. We 
also offered the opportunity to buy journals and/or 
give directly to Lydia’s Home. At each JJJ we have 
offered our guests the opportunity to host her own 
journaling class for her friends. On November 18, one 
guest from our first JJJ, Andrea Galehouse, had hosted 
such an event!  (See photos below.)

Andrea’s JJJ was our ninth in 2017, and hers marked the 
last journaling event benefitting Lydia’s Home (Broken 
Chains). Our ever-faithful God allowed WOW to 
exceed our goal of raising $25,000 to benefit Lydia’s 
Home through the sale of journals and related gifts 
given directly to Broken Chains. Guests have been 
enthusiastic both about enriching their relationship with 
Christ and others through journaling AND the mission 
of Lydia’s Home!

-- Shelly Mountjoy November 2017

Andrea Galehouse hosted our last 
JJJ to benefit Lydia’s Home. She 
was a wonderful hostess!

From humor journals 
to Christmas journals, 
Pat Inman captivated 
JJJ attendees with 
wonderful ways to 
incorporate journaling 
into their lives.

I wondered what I could do, but I struggled for 
an answer.

That answer was right under my nose – literally. 
In the form of lipstick...and other cosmetics.

You see, for years Mary Kay has not only been 
my skin care product of choice, but it also has 
been a part-time business. Throughout my 
years in WOW, however, it had become very 
part-time. I jokingly called myself a “stealth” 
consultant, flying under the radar. I just couldn’t 
figure out why I should work on it when there 
were so many other important activities to 
pursue – like raising awareness and funds for 
the poor and oppressed around the globe.

The Chapel’s mission to the Yucatan Peninsula 
of Mexico changed my perspective.

Last spring, I heard about the Mayan women 
of the Yucatan’s hand-woven hammocks. I 
discovered that they weave these hammocks 
and sell them at market to provide for their 
families. Store owners pay them pennies on 
the dollar, though, leaving them little profit. 
I asked if WOW could purchase several of 
these hammocks and re-sell them in the United 
States. We called these unique creations Hand-
Up Hammocks, and we launched their sales 
through a family hiking event in September. 
People caught the vision, and our first round 

of hammock sales took off quickly. With 
each sale, I could not get the Mayan women’s 
enterprising efforts out of my mind. That’s 
when I realized why I should work harder on my 
Mary Kay business. Through Mary Kay sales, 
I could match the Mayan women’s hammock 
sales dollar for dollar. And so, on November 
12, 2017, I launched “Mary Kay for the Mayan 
Women of Mexico.”

Through October 31, 2018, I pledged to donate 
all of my profit from each Mary Kay product I 
sold to current customers or individuals who 
do not have a Mary Kay consultant. All of those 
proceeds went to the seed fund for the Mayan 
women of Mexico. The Chapel’s ministry partner 
in the Yucatan has determined that the best 
way to help the Mayan people is to provide 
their villages with clean water. Therefore, WOW 
focused all our efforts in 2018 on providing 
water stations to eight villages. What a joy it 
was to personally support those efforts!

I am so inspired by the enterprising women of 
WOW, as well as the other industrious souls 
I have met in Greater Akron and around the 
globe. Some of my dear sisters in WOW – 
namely Margaret Claflin and Linda Noall – put 
their entrepreneurial efforts on mission, as well, 
and last April we held a second event called 
“Beauty from the Inside Out.” Guests not only 

were treated to excellent beauty tips from 
Margaret, but also advice on how to cultivate an 
inner beauty through greater intimacy with our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Our guests then gave back 
by purchasing Mary Kay and Premier Jewelry 
items, with the proceeds benefiting the women 
of the Yucatan.

I am certain there are even more entrepreneurial 
women reading this article. How might you 
join the business of blessing and utilize your 
skills to serve the poor and oppressed? I pray 
that you will discover new inspiration and that, 
as we submit to our Savior, Jesus Christ, all of 
our motives will be as pure as the water WOW 
provided to the Yucatan Peninsula.

-- Linda Maynard  December 2018

On Thursday, October 4, thanks to the generous support of Guy’s Party Center, WOW 
hosted its fifth Very Special Purse Party. As a means of commemorating the milestone 
of five parties, we decided to develop a theme for the party, Windows on the World. 
Our hope was to celebrate the generosity of our friends and supporters in years past 
and highlight all that God had done in so many places around the globe during our 
nearly eight-year history. God had other plans!

What WOW thought was a look back turned into a launch forward! Just months ahead 
of the party, through endeavors like WOW’s Journal Jam & Javas, God not only allowed 
WOW to fulfill our fundraising goal for the people of the Yucatan, but also to expand 
our fundraising efforts to help people in four other countries, as well as Greater Akron! 
As we unfurled God’s new plan at the October 4 event, our guests caught the vision! 
Not only did WOW raise more funds that evening than at any previous purse party, 
but we raised enough funds to fulfill each need of the five countries we were called to 
support:

• In Cambodia, Asia’s Hope’s BB11 and BB12 Family Homes are receiving a van.

• In India, villages are receiving bore wells and water wheels.

• In Mozambique, a new church is receiving a playground.

• In Vietnam, pastors’ families are receiving cows as an income source.

• In the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico, the village of Ichmul has its much-needed 
water station.

We are so grateful to you, our generous friends! And we give all glory to God for His infinite wisdom and provision.

THE VERY SPECIAL PURSE PARTY V - WINDOWS ON THE WORLD


