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Sew
  & SowMark your calendars now and plan to join us for The Very Special 

Purse Party II to benefit the women and families of Mozambique! 
Once again, Guy’s Party Center on Waterloo Road in Akron, OH, 
will serve as the beautiful headquarters for delicious dinner, di-
vine designer handbags and the opportunity to deliver hope to our 
faithful friends half-way around the world. But don’t think the same 
venue means the same purse party as last time! We have plenty 
of surprises to give The Very Special Purse Party II a whole new 
twist! Already planning to attend? Great! Use the coupon below to 
request your tickets! Cost is $20 per person. Haven’t joined us yet? 
Then make your reservations now and join the fun! Questions? See 
WOW’s contact information on the sidebar of this page.

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

City________________________ State_________ Zip_____________ 

Phone Number _________________E-Mail _____________________

I want to attend the Very Special Purse Party II on April 13, 2013!  o

Enclosed is my check of $_______, which covers ____ guest(s) 

at $20 each.

I want to support the rebuilding and restoration of Morning Star  o

Preschool. I am enclosing my gift of $_______.

I want to give Ezekiel and his friends clean water! Here is my  o

donation of $______.

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM 
AND ANY CONTRIBUTION TO:

WOW, c/o KATHIE BROWN
1968 FOX TRACE TRAIL 

CUYAHOGA FALLS, OH 44223

NOTE: Clean Water for Ezekiel contributions 
should be made payable to The Chapel. 

All other checks should be made payable to WOW. 
Please see WOW’s contact information on the sidebar 

if you have any further questions.  

We, the women 
of WOW, seek to 
meet the needs of 

women, locally 
and around 

the world who 
are oppressed 

emotionally, 
physically, 

and spiritually, all in 
the name of Jesus 
Christ and for the 

glory of God.

WOW’s Mission

WOW Mailing 
Address:

Phone:

Email:

1968 Fox Trace Trail
Cuyahoga Falls, OH  44223

330.928.4493

wow3moz@yahoo.com

Welcome to the new and improved Sew and Sow About Moz – a 
newsletter of WOW: Women for Oppressed Women. We are so 
excited about the new, more professional look of our publication, 
and we are so grateful for the design expertise of our friend, Pat 
Burk. As has become a steadfast tradition in WOW, Pat stepped 
out in faith and volunteered her talents to WOW, recognizing that 
everything we do is for the glory of God and the growth of His 
Kingdom. 
This issue of Sew and Sow About Moz is bittersweet. We have 
so much to report about YOU, your generosity to the people of 
Mozambique and the fruit that your giving has born. In the midst 
of that joy, however, we must share the news of devastating floods 
in Mozambique that have wiped out the homes and businesses 
of our beloved friends in Africa. We pray that, as you read of the 
victories our African friends have experienced, you’ll see that YOU 
have been a significant part of God’s plan. We also pray that as 
you read about the Mozambicans’ trials, you will consider ways 
that you might be used of God again to bear the burdens of those 
in need.  

Read about the amazing work of Sybil Baloyi, a faithful mission-• 
ary in Mozambique who serves orphans daily through Morning 
Star Preschool. Sybil desperately needs people to come alongside 
her right now as that very school stands desolate due to natural 
flooding and a second flood of crime. Page 1.

Be blessed by the stories of God’s faithfulness to the Mozambi-• 
cans – made possible through YOUR generosity at The Very Spe-
cial Purse Party in October 2011. Due to the flooding, we have a 
good news/bad news update to share. See “YOU Did This!” page 2.

Celebrate God’s generosity working through YOU again in • 
“Thank you for Taking the OpportuniTEA” on page 3.

Learn how you can be a part of two new initiatives in Mozam-• 
bique that respond to the needs of the widows and orphans in “New 
Water for Ezekiel,” and “He Cares for All Our Needs,” page 4. 

You’ll also see how Mozambican women are embracing Christ • 
through “Women of Noble Character,” on page 5.
As you celebrate all that God has accomplished through you so 
far, we hope you will continue participating in His generous plan. 
This is a critical time of great need for this impoverished country 
– a perfect opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ! Please 
check out all of the ways to uplift Mozambique on page 6. WOW 
would be grateful for your support of these efforts, and so would 
our friends in Mozambique!
May God bless you,
Kathie Brown, Linda Thompson and Linda Maynard
Co-founders of WOW – Women for Oppressed Women

Needs Met 
and Needs to Meet

Yes! I want to help WOW 
support oppressed women in Mozambique!

Save the Date: April 13, 2013

About
     Moz

UPDATE: During the editing of this 
newsletter, WOW discovered that 
heavy rains in Africa required the 
opening of six flood gates in order to 
avert major disaster in highly populat-
ed areas of South Africa. Unfortunate-
ly, for Mozambique, that meant that 
torrents of water from the Limpopo 
River flooded their land, sweeping out 
lives, crops and homes in the town of 
Chokwe and in many villages along 
the Gaza district. More than 75,000 
people have been displaced into three 
ill-equipped emergency camps.  Fam-
ilies gather under any kind of shelter 
in open fields with little or no belong-
ings.  Looting was the second flood 
that attacked even before the natural 
flood waters receded. And Morning 
Star Preschool stands desolate. “We 
visited the pre-school. It was very 
disheartening. There are only walls 
and roofs standing. Everything else 
was stolen - including the doors and 
the electrical wiring of the buildings. 
It really seems more like a diabolical 
attack than a flood.” If you would like 
to help Sybil Baloyi and Morning Star 
Preschool recover from this devasta-
tion, please see page 6.

Sybil Baloyi is a missionary from 
South Africa who has made South-
ern Mozambique her home for min-
istry.  She is a single woman who 
has raised many children who were 
orphaned by either death or hard 
life.  Currently she is raising 4 girls 
and one boy.  One of the oldest girls 
is now in college in Maputo.

Keep the Light 
Shining at Morning 

Star Preschool
by Shelise Boso

(See “Morningstar Preschool on next page...)
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There is a woman spoken of in the book of Proverbs, 
Chapter 31. She is the one of noble character -- the one 
who is worth far more than rubies. Often I find myself 
asking, who can attain this anyway? Is this woman for 
real? I have discovered that the answer is “yes”.
Recently, I went to Mozambique to spend time with the 
women and teach them from the Bible. I found myself 
in a different country, with women who appeared to be 
different from me in every way…different language, dif-
ferent clothes, different struggles….or so I thought.
  I was completely humbled to be with them. They are 
dark and beautiful. They have eyes that tell stories of 
hardship and pain, yet smiles that radiate a deep abid-
ing joy. They reside in a dark world and yet they wear 
the brightest of colors and patterns and dance to mu-
sic of praise that falls off their tongues. God ripped the 
scales off of my eyes after about 3 days of being with 
these precious women.  I fell in love with them. They 
ministered to me. 
They were Proverbs 31 personified.  
As I reflect back on their hearts and actions I see it more 
and more.  Few had Bibles, but they taught the Bible to 
me through their very lives. 
She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food 
for her family.
I was up at 5 a.m. one morning because I could not 
sleep. Rhoda, who works at the compound, was already 
up raking the dirt outside and preparing breakfast.
She considers a field and buys it; out of her earn-
ings she plants a vineyard.
She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are 
strong for her tasks.
Many of the women had been up very early working and 
had trouble staying awake during our sessions. Their 
arms are sleek and strong from the hard work that they 
do in the fields. We witnessed the fruit of their labor at 
the agricultural fields where they are planting and har-
vesting to earn income for their families.
In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the 

spindle with her fingers…
She makes linen garments and sells them.
It was amazing to see the fruit of the sewing project. 
How beautiful the women’s hand-sewn garments were, 
and how excited they were about learning this skill!

She is clothed with strength and dignity and can 
laugh at the days to come.
It was amazing to hear the women pour out their hearts 
in prayer requests and then see them get up and wor-
ship and dance in light of all of their troubles!
 Who can attain this? What quality does she have?
Dependence.
The woman who is dependent upon Jesus.
That’s what it was. The Proverbs 31 woman possesses 
a spiritually poverty-stricken soul that relies on Jesus. 
Knowing He is the only One that is going to feed that 
hunger, provide, compel, and move her to serve.  I don’t 
know if I will see the women of Mozambique face to 
face again in this life, but I will see their faces when I 
read Proverbs 31.
Yes, this woman is for real. She exists in a little faraway 
country named Mozambique. I saw it. It is possible 
she could be me and you if we stop striving and start 
depending.
Many women do noble things, but you surpass 
them all.

Women of Noble Character
by Jamie Fuller

To Sybil, Christ is her true husband.  She desires to 
serve Him in any and every capacity possible, and 
He has blessed her with many “children.”  She is the 
owner and operator of the Morning Star Preschool and 
now Morning Star School.  Currently there are 112-120 

students attending Morn-
ing Star, and Sybil is pray-
ing that each year she can 
add one more grade to the 
school system.  She has 
found favor with the local 
government and approval to 
do this, which is a miracle all 
on its own.  
Half of the student body, 
ranging in ages from 3 to 7, 
is made up of children who 

are orphans. Sybil will travel long and far looking for 
any remaining relatives of the orphaned child. When 
she finds a sibling or extended family member she will 
present the great opportunity they have in helping to 
raise this child. She also has a burning desire to learn 
how to work with special needs children.  In Mozam-
bique’s very poor economy, just one disability is almost 
a death sentence to a child.  Little if any programs are 
offered anywhere in this country to children needing ex-
tra educational needs, let alone the physical needs of 
blind or deaf children.  

Sybil’s life truly is a manifestation of God’s word, as 
seen in Psalm 82:3 -- 
“Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain 
the right of the afflicted and the destitute.”
But she realizes caring for the spiritual needs of chil-
dren and families is just as important as attending to 
their physical needs. Sybil also works in the local vil-
lages where The Chapel has a presence and sponsors 
missionaries to work with the children in each of the 
villages throughout the week.  The workers host Kids 
Clubs where the children not only have great fun in 
song, dance and play, but are taught the truth of the 
Word of God.  These Kids Clubs target kids aged 0-11 
and 12-18.  Unfortunately, Sybil finds that most of the 
children in the older age bracket are either married or 
sent away to be married way before they reach the 
age of 18.  Not to be deterred, Sybil opens up her own 
home each Sunday afternoon and throughout the week 
so that youth from the town can learn more about how 
much the Lord loves them.  They also learn what it re-
ally means to be a follower of Christ.
You can help Sybil keep God’s light shining in Mozam-
bique. A scholarship gift of $35 per month will allow one 
child to attend Morning Star School, as well as provide 
them food and clothing. One-time gifts to the school 
also are appreciated. For more information on ways to 
help, please see page 6. 

...Morningstar Preschool 

YOU did this!

UPDATE: Dr. Pieter Ernst, a representative for World Relief  who has been pivotal in the lives of the Mozam-
bicans and the launching of the Muhambe agriculture field, just sent this update regarding the flood’s effect on 
the microenterprise.
“… The river makes a  curve just a couple hundred meters before the fields but, due to the high level of water, it 
shot straight through the fields with a significant speed. All the fence poles on the side of the river with the fence 
wire were pulled out of the ground, even the cemented corners and gate poles and dropped in the middle of the 
field. Almost all (>95%) of the papaya trees (they just started getting ripe) were just flattened and uprooted. The 
nursery with its poles, was wiped away but was fortunately found against a big tree in someone’s field down-
stream. Many drip pipes are entangled in bundles downstream against poles or trees or wires.
What blessed me though was the positive attitude the members had when we talked about what the next steps 
should be. We discussed Rom 8:28 and that God always has good purposes in store for those who love Him. 
They decided to all tackle it together and get back to normal as quick as possible. The other blessing was that 
they started harvesting earlier than the other associations and managed to pay off the input cost for the crop 
before the floods swept through their fields. They harvested only about 20% of what they could have harvested 
but still managed to make a profit.”

An Update on the Muhambe Agriculture Field by Linda Thompson

Were you there the night of WOW’s first Very Special 
Purse Party?  If so, you had a part in the Mohambe 
Agricultural field, simply by purchasing a purse, a si-
lent auction item or making a donation to WOW.  The 
women of Mozambique would say to you Kanimambo, 
Thank You!!  
With money from that Purse Party the land, seedlings, 
fertilizer and irrigation pipes were purchased and the 

work began in Dec. 2011.  The women started clearing 
the land, dug the trenches for the pipe (by hand with a 
homemade hoe) and planted the tomato seedlings.
In May 2012, having endured a great flood, the fields 
were bursting with tomatoes! Forty families harvested 
more than 600 TONS of the bright red fruit, took them 
to market, and raised  enough money to purchase land 
next to the original field. That purchase will allow 40 

See “Muhambe Field” on pg. 3

(See page 5 for pictures of the flooding...)

The devastation of the flooding...

Sybil Baloyi in a preschool classroom Main road in Mozambique washed out Man wading as waters recede

Jamie Fuller, far left, celebrates the sowing of new seeds at 
the Muhambe agriculture field in Mozambique.The field was 
made possible through contributions to the first Very Special 
Purse Party held in October 2011.


