
 

& FALL 2014
 VOLUME 3 • ISSUE 4

A  n e w s l e t t e r  f r o m  w o w  —  w o m e n  f o r  o p p r e s s e d  w
o m

e n

In the name of Jesus Christ 
and for the glory of God, 
WOW–Women for Oppressed 
Women, seeks to meet the 
needs of women locally and 
around the world who are 
emotionally, physically or 
spiritually oppressed.

               Dear FrienDs,

        We are just weeks away from the Very  
             Special Purse Party III (VSPPIII), to be held on 
Friday, November 7, at Guy’s Party Center. WOW is thrilled 
to report that ticket sales were highly successful this year, 
and we are looking forward to a capacity crowd for the third 
event in a row! Your generosity and commitment to WOW’s 
mission encourages us beyond words. Because of your love, 
hundreds of children and adults in need will find a hand up 
through ministries in Greater Akron.
WOW is pleased to highlight two signature organizations 
this year: RAHAB Ministries (see Junior Women’s Civic 
Club donation on page 2) and T.R.Y. Ministries (see cover 
story). For the last 12 years, RAHAB has reached out with 
the love and grace of Jesus Christ to women caught up in 
prostitution and human trafficking. The ministry is currently 
developing Northeast Ohio’s first safe house for victims of 
human trafficking, and funds from this year’s purse party 
will help to support the house.
T.R.Y. or Truly Reaching You Ministries is committed to 
helping men and women, reentering the community from 
incarceration and/or addiction, transition into healthy 
lifestyles, renewed attitudes, and positive relationships 
through Christian principles. Funds from WOW are 
helping T.R.Y. establish a community garden and sewing 
microenterprise called Not Wasted (see centerfold). 
The VSPPIII will also provide guests the opportunity to 
support several other local ministries, including:

• First Glance – a Kenmore-based outreach to teens and 
young mothers.
• Mother’s Nest – which provides support to all mothers 
as they navigate through every stage of parenthood.
• OPEN M – whose “Getting Ahead” program provides 
a safe learning environment for individuals who desire 
to make life changes that lead them out of poverty and 
towards economic stability.
• South Street Ministries – who provide programming to 
girls, as well as boys and adults, who come from troubled 
homes and under-resourced neighborhoods.
• Urban Vision – who have been reaching the community 
for Christ one child and family at a time.

We look forward to seeing many of you at the VSPPIII on 
November 7! For those who cannot attend, we invite you to 
read through this issue to see how God has been leading us 
to help the poor and oppressed thus far. Then, stay tuned for 
our purse party update in our Winter 2015 issue in January!
 In Christ’s love,
 WOW Women for Oppressed Women
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Find us on 
facebook!

1968 Fox Trace Trail
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Phone:  330.928.4493
E-mail:  wow4moz@gmail.com

Web:  www.wow-ministry.org

It’s Here!
Our new website!
We’re so excited to have a new way to share 
updates, photos, and upcoming events. 

Visit:  wOw-ministry.Org

Sew SowThis summer, eight daughters of 
WOW board members rolled up 
their sleeves and joined forces 
to provide opportunities for the 
poor and oppressed in Greater 
Akron. Whether by collecting 
change, selling pizzas or making 
and selling baked goods, the 
girls worked diligently to raise as 
many funds as possible for Urban 

Vision in Akron’s North Hill. By the end of 
the summer, the Daughters raised $1300 
– enough to sponsor one child in need to 
attend Urban Vision’s after-school program. 
But that’s not all! Check out the Daughters’ 
tables at the Very Special Purse Party III on 
November 7, 2014. Every item purchased at 
their tables will go toward the sponsorship of 
another child at Urban Vision.

interview with try’s Cheryl tuCker

For Cheryl Tucker, life before 2013 was summed 
up in two words: darkness and confusion. The 
Cleveland, Ohio mother of three had battled 
addictions to drugs and alcohol for most of her 
adult life. Although she had occasional seasons 
of sobriety, Cheryl fell back into her cycle of 
substance abuse that seemed as if it would never 
end. Then, the unthinkable happened. Cheryl’s 
son was murdered in 2004. 

Just one year after her son’s death, Cheryl was 
delivered out of her addiction; but not for healthy 
reasons. Cheryl had simply replaced the drugs 
and alcohol with overworking – anything to bury 
the grief of her son’s passing. Seven years of her hectic, stress-filled pace brought 
Cheryl to the edge of a nervous breakdown. Something had to give. For Cheryl, 
that something was a relocation to Akron.  

“I just got to the point where I was near a nervous breakdown,” Cheryl said. “I 
quit my job, because it had gotten to be too much for me to handle, and I just 
felt like there was nothing left for me in Cleveland.”

Cheryl knew somebody who lived in Akron who encouraged her to move there. 
The friend mentioned Truly Reaching You (T.R.Y.) Ministries to her and the 
fact that they had employment training opportunities. Cheryl’s two remaining 
children were full grown with lives of their own by then. So, Cheryl left 
everything she had to her kids, departed Cleveland with just one bag in hand, 
and began her new life. Little did she know what God had planned!

Cheryl got in touch with Janet Paul, director of women’s ministry at T.R.Y., and 
asked her if she could complete an intake form. Janet agreed, Cheryl completed 
the form, and immediately she met other women facing similar struggles. She 
also was introduced to Jesus.

“I got saved, and I just started learning about the Lord and what life is really all 
about. It’s giving back. It’s giving back to God,” Cheryl said. “Since I’ve been a 
part of this ministry it’s just been awesome. I can’t separate myself from God 
anymore now that I know about Him. He has changed my life.”

Continued on page 2.

Cheryl tucker

Daughters OF wOw at the uniOntOwn Festival

meet wOw’s FrienD OF FrienDs

WOW is pleased to introduce you to Gini Thompson, our newly appointed Friend 
of Friends. In her role, Gini is responsible not only for inviting women to become a 
Friend of WOW, but also to coordinate their efforts in support of the ministries we 
serve. Gini will be circulating throughout the Very Special Purse Party III to describe 
opportunities for involvement to our guests. Please join her at the party to talk about 
it and to add your name to our mailing list. If you cannot attend the party this year, 
feel free to fill out the information below and return it to WOW, 1968 Fox Trace 
Trail, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223. 

 I would like to be a FRIEND OF WOW!  Please add me to your mailing list. 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________ E-mail: ______________________________________





We loved you so much that we were delighted to share 

with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, 

because you had become so dear to us.”    1 thessalonians 2:8

JuniOr wOmen’s CiviC Club DOnates 
tO rahab ministries
A big thank you to the Junior Women’s Civic Club for their 
$5,000 contribution to RAHAB Ministries’ Safe House. The 
JWCC contribution was secured by Margaret Claflin, WOW 
Board Member and an officer with JWCC. WOW is so thankful 
for this generous gift!

interview with try’s Cheryl 
tuCker Continued from Page 1

Cheryl says that life has 
changed drastically since she 
first came to T.R.Y. in 2013. 

“I went back to school and 
got my GED, and I got a 
job working here and at 
Schwebel’s Bakery,” Cheryl 
says, adding, “I  moved 
into the women’s housing, and I was the senior 
resident there…whew it’s so much! And I give all 
the glory to God, because He has done so much 
in just a year.”

Recently, Cheryl moved out of the transitional 
housing and got her own apartment. T.R.Y. 
donated all of her furnishings. She also began 
classes at the University of Akron, and is training 
to become T.R.Y.’s assistant housing director.

“I’m happy, I’m joyous, I’m free,” Cheryl says. “I’m 
becoming the woman God wants me to become. 
Life is just good.”  

Cheryl gives glory to God for her transformed 
life; but she also attributes much of her growth to 
T.R.Y.

“T.R.Y. Ministries takes broken women in and 
loves them and helps transform their lives,” 
Cheryl says. “I want any woman who is broken to 
come here, because I know what she is going to 
be fed, and it’s love. She’s going to be fed love.”

very speCial purse preview!
By Alexandria Hooshmandi

The Very Special Purse Party III, benefitting ministries in Greater Akron, is right around the corner! WOW is 
overwhelmed by the wonderful donations of lovely purses we have received. As usual, our donors have as-
tounded us. Here is a little preview of some of the hundreds of purses that will be available at the event. Every 
dollar from every purse sale will benefit Greater Akron ministries that are serving the poor and oppressed.

Spice up your fall with this Anne 
Klein Leopard Print Patent 
Leather Handbag, and if that 
wasn’t enough throw in some sassy 
Versace Sunglasses. This bag is the 
perfect size for any outing.  

Brown is the new black 
this season. Check out this 
classy Michael Kors Tan 
and Brown signature tote.  
Throw in some sunglasses to 
add to your fall look. Who doesn’t like the feel of 

authentic Italian Leather?  
This brown saddlebag is 
perfect for running your 

everyday errands.  

Who doesn’t love a girlie 
Kate Spade Cross body 
bag? This Large Black and 
white bag comes with Prada 
Aviators, the perfect touch to 
tie your trendy look together.  

Need more room in your handbag? 
Check out this fashion forward 
brown and leather Dooney & 
Bourke Signature handbag with 
Ralph Lauren Tortoise sunglasses.  

wOw has a new email aDDress

wow4moz@gmail.com 
Be sure to add it to your address list!

And don’t forget to check our website  
for new blog posts, photos and  
other great information!   wow-ministry.org




