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In the name of Jesus Christ 
and for the glory of God, 
WOW–Women for Oppressed 
Women, seeks to meet the 
needs of women locally and 
around the world who are 
emotionally, physically or 
spiritually oppressed.

                        DEAR FRIENDS, 

            The Very Special Purse Party III 
      is right around the corner! (Find out  
                 how to purchase your tickets in the  
          article on page 2) WOW is pleased to  
 announce that – by God’s leading – we are  
         supporting several Greater Akron ministries through this 
year’s event. Through our new Local Grant Application, we 
became aware of the dreams and plans that many ministries 
are undertaking in our area. The populations are diverse and 
the ideas are unique, but one thing remains constant. Every 
ministry that applied is poised to bring the love and mercy of 
Jesus Christ to our region by meeting the physical, emotional 
and spiritual needs of our citizens. And isn’t that the best and 
only way to serve?
Through the help and generosity of you – our friends and Purse 
Party attenders, WOW will provide support to First Glance, 
Mother’s Nest, Open M, South Street Ministries, and Urban 
Vision. (More on those ministries in our next issue!) Our 
primary focus, however, will be on two signature ministries.
• RAHAB Ministries, an Akron-based outreach to women 
caught in the world of prostitution (See Angel’s Story: 
Lies Replaced with Truth, this page.), is in the process of 
establishing Northeast Ohio’s first safe house for women who 
have fallen victim to the vicious trap of human trafficking. 
Through much prayer and diligence, RAHAB has acquired 
nearly all the funding to purchase a beautiful homestead in 
Portage County. With your support of the Very Special Purse 
Party III, we can help RAHAB close the gap and make this 
much-needed ministry a reality!
• Truly Reaching You (TRY) Ministries is committed to 
helping men and women reentering the community from 
incarceration and/or addiction to transition into healthy 
lifestyles, renewed attitudes and positive relationships through 
Christian principles. Located in South Akron, TRY comes 
alongside men and women, building relationships with them 
and guiding them through Bible study and skills training. 
Purse Party donations will allow TRY to advance its efforts in 
microenterprise via a community garden and sewing business 
called Not Wasted – an excellent name for such a worthy effort 
– for with God, nothing is wasted!
WOW is so thankful for all of our friends who have supported 
our past Purse Parties so magnanimously. We pray that you 
will partner with us again on November 7th! We want you to 
know, however, that whatever we ask of you we also work hard 
to achieve ourselves. See WOW Around Town on page 4 to 
discover all of the efforts we have been undertaking already to 
raise financial support for these outstanding organizations. 
As always, we pray that this issue of Sew and Sow blesses and 
informs you as you read it. Feel free to share our electronic 
version with friends who may not know about us. We look 
forward to seeing you on November 7!
 In Christ’s love,
 WOW Women for Oppressed Women
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Find us on 
facebook!

1968 Fox Trace Trail
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Phone:  330.928.4493
E-mail:  wow3moz@yahoo.com

Web:  www.wow-ministry.org

It’s Here!
OUR NEW WEBSITE!
We’re so excited to have a new way to share 
updates, photos, and upcoming events. 

Visit:  WOW-MINISTRY.ORG

Sew SowHEIDI’S SALE  
Along with warmer days and 
time spent outside with kids, 
summer also brings garage 
sales.  Heidi Hohlbaugh 
had her yard sale in May 
and added a WOW table to 
her driveway.  In addition 
to raising funds for locally 
oppressed women, she also 
spread the word about WOW 
and the great things God is 
doing in NE Ohio.

PURSE CLEANING  
Some women of the WOW board and even Celeste Uhl 
(a Daughter of WOW) gathered together to sort, clean, 
condition and tag over 350 
handbags in preparation for 
the Very Special Purse Party 
III.  It was a wonderful day 
of service, fellowship and 
excitement as the November 
7th date is quickly 
approaching.

SUMMER PURSE SALE  
Linda Maynard hosted a Sumer Purse Party in May to 
sell purses in advance of the upcoming November party.  
These bags were perfect for the summer season and all 
proceeds will be going to Open M Ministry’s “Getting 
Ahead” program which educates and helps lead local 

women out of poverty.  If 
you are interested in hosting 
a summer purse sale at 
your home or during your 
neighborhood’s garage sale, 
please let us know.  This sale 
can easily be packed up and 
moved to your location!

LUNCH WITH SYBIL  
Sybil Baloyi, founder of Morningstar Preschool in 

Mozambique, is in the 
US visiting. Some women 
were able to spend a few 
precious hours with her, 
talking about her ministry 
and seeing her heart’s desire 
to serve God and love the 
children of Mozambique.  
She is a dear sister in Christ 
and we feel blessed to call 
her friend.  

PIZZA WITH GOLFERS  
Chris Uhl organized a Daughters of WOW pizza sale 
one afternoon in July at a local golf course.  Chloe & 
Claire Fuller, Emily Lewis, and Hunter & Celeste Uhl 
were energetically selling 
pizza, cookies, brownies 
and water to the hungry 
golfers.  Giuseppe’s 
abundantly donated 
all the pizza and the 
Daughters of WOW 
raised over $200 for 
Urban Vision.  Nearly 
every person that stopped left a tip or told the girls to keep 
the change.  This generosity and lavish outpouring greatly 
touched their hearts and the DOW can’t wait to serve 
again soon!

VSPPIII TICKETS  
Yes, the time we have all been waiting for is nearly here 
- the Very Special Purse Party III tickets will be available 
for purchase on August 1st!  Please see a WOW board 
member to buy them (after October 1st they will only be 
sold online).  Reserved 
seats will be available to all 
who buy a ticket, so mark 
your calendar and act 
quickly!  

WOW AROUND TOWN

ANGEL’S STORY
For the last 2 ½ years, Angel Dague 
was a residential supervisor at IBH 
Addiction Recovery Center. Seems 
like a typical job for the average 
working woman in Northeast Ohio. 
But go back just a decade, and you 
realize that Angel Dague is anything 
but typical.
In fact, Angel Dague would describe 
herself as a “hot mess” a decade ago. 
With beautiful auburn hair that 
cascades over her shoulders, Angel 
says she never realized she had red 
hair or freckles until she moved to 
Arizona at age 12. In her new home, Angel’s physical characteristics stuck out 
like a sore thumb, and she found herself ridiculed, bullied and demoralized 
just for how she looked. Her self-esteem was left so bruised and battered that 
Angel “gave anything” she could to gain people’s acceptance – especially the 
acceptance of young men.
“I took all of my bullies’ lies and made them my truth,” Angel said. “I believed 
everything they said about me and thought that I was ugly and worthless.”
Continued on page 3.

Angel Dague just 
three years before 

meeting Becky 
Moreland and the 

women at RAHAB 
Ministries.

After connecting with 
RAHAB Ministries

WE’VE BEEN WORKING HARD FOR WOW AND TO 
PREPARE FOR THE VERY SPECIAL PURSE PARTY III!

See page 2 for how 
to get your tickets. 
See page 4 to see 
all that we’ve been 
doing!

By Jenn Lewis

Pictured above are Jenn Lewis, 
Linda Tompson, Margaret Claflin, 
Sybil Baloyi, Shelise Boso, Kristina 
Bronder, and Linda Maynard.



HOW CAN I GET A TICKET FOR THE VERY SPECIAL PURSE PARTY III? 
By Linda Thompson

We hope you have marked your calendars for The Very Special Purse Party III, to be held Friday, November 7, 
2014 at Guy’s Party Center.  Many have been asking questions about how and when to get their tickets.  Good 
news! Tickets will go on sale August 1st! Here is the information you have been waiting for:

All WOW Board members will be selling tickets starting August 1st.

Tickets will remain the same price, just $20.00 per person, which includes a delicious meal 
and a fun evening along with an opportunity to purchase some 
beautiful purses and other items!

You can purchase tickets with cash or check, 
but please note: all checks must be made 
payable to WOW. (Please, no checks are to 
be made out to The Chapel.)  Please also note 
that ticket purchases are not tax-deductible.

Tickets also are non-refundable. If, after 
purchasing a ticket, you find you cannot 
attend, we ask you to help us out by finding 
someone to take your place.  

If you are buying tickets for more than one 
person, we will need at least your name and phone number or email so when you arrive we can give you the 
table number where you will be seated.

Don’t know WHO you can contact to buy a ticket?  Here are the names of the board members who will have 
tickets:

If you do not know anyone on the list you can email : wow3moz@yahoo.com to request them OR call Linda 
Thompson at 330.899.9879 or Kathie Brown at 330.928.4493.  If no one answers, please leave a message with 
your name and the best way to contact you.

Is there any other way to order my tickets?

The best way to get tickets is by purchasing them directly from one of the WOW board members. However, 
if any tickets are still available on October 1st, you can purchase those at www.iTickets.com. There will be an 
additional fee of $3 per ticket for those ordered online. 

Hurry! Many have been asking about tickets so don’t wait to get yours!!! 

We loved you so much that we were delighted to share 

with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, 

because you had become so dear to us.”    1 Thessalonians 2:8

Continued from page 1.

By age 14, Angel had given her virginity 
away to a boy because she thought it would 
make him love her forever. Instead, he told 
everyone she lied about their relationship, 
and he cast her aside. That was just the 
first of many similar relationships Angel 

experienced, and soon she was adding other risky habits to her life, as 
well, including drug addictions.

Back in Ohio in her late teens, Angel found herself in Edwin Shaw 
Rehabilitation Hospital battling an addiction. She’d been there just 
two weeks when she told herself she’d learned all she needed to 
know. Leaving Edwin Shaw, Angel headed straight to where some of 
her friends were staying, in order to tell 
them how to beat their addictions. The 
place was a crack house, and rather than 
saving her friends, Angel fell right back 
into drug abuse. She thought she met her 
knight in shining armor at the house. He 
told her would take care of her. Instead, 
he raped her, beat her and turned her onto 
the streets as a prostitute. Unfortunately, 
Angel found out prostitution was a way 
to get fast money so that she could get more crack. And so, a six-
year season of selling herself for money and drugs began. Then came 
March 31, 2008, the day of Angel’s last arrest. Waking up in jail the 
next morning – April 1, 2008 – Angel felt something different within 
herself. She became sober that day, and has been clean ever since. 
Jail authorities told her she’d been called for a clergy visit, and the 
minister happened to be Becky Moreland, the founder and executive 
director of RAHAB Ministries, an Akron, Ohio outreach that 
specifically helps those who are caught in the trap of prostitution.

Becky told Angel about Jesus. Angel knew about Jesus because her 
grandma always told her about Him as she was growing up; but 
Becky described Him differently somehow. Angel found herself 
thinking about Becky every day and wanted her to return to the jail 
so she could talk with her some more. But she didn’t know Becky’s 
name. God knew Angel’s name, though, and He lovingly surrounded 
her with other people who would continue to share Jesus with her.

Angel was 60 days into her 390-day sentence, when she asked her 
judge for a review. The judge refused to see her, though, making her 
stay 90 days. Angel says it was “the best thing the judge could have 
done for her,” because it was then that God truly got ahold of her.  

Angel was visited in the jail again, this time by a woman named Carol 
Wilder. Carol and her husband have their own outreach ministry to 
the local jails sharing the gospel with inmates. During her visit, Carol 
played the song, “Amazing Love,” by Chris Tomlin, and it rocked 
Angel to the core.

“I used to walk around with my hair hanging in my face, because I 
thought I was too ugly and shameful for anyone to see,” Angel said, 
adding tearfully, 
“Then I hear this 
song that’s telling 
me that Jesus died 
for me! Jesus was 
condemned so that I 
could be accepted!”

It was around this 
time that Angel 
met up with Becky 
Moreland again. 
Angel says that, 
despite giving her 
life to Jesus, she 
still made mistakes. 
Becky walked her 
through every 
single one of them, 
and she never judged Angel. After some time in a transitional house 
called Legacy 3, Angel found a job as a housekeeper in Tallmadge. 
She worked Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. In 2009, 
however, on a January morning, Angel didn’t arrive until 9 a.m. 
When she rounded the corner, she saw that the building where she 
normally worked was leveled by an explosion. Angel knew her life 
had been spared by God, and she sensed Him calling her to go to 
school.

Angel saw God’s hand on her life again at The University of Akron. 
At the end of her first semester, she told her mom that she’d received 
a letter saying she’d been “placed on some 
list by a guy named Dean,” but she also got 
the news that her university funding was 
gone. Angel appealed to the man in charge 
of her funding, telling him her entire life’s 
story. The man reviewed her case with his 
boss, and the funding was restored! In May 
2012, Angel received an Associate’s degree 
in Community Service and Addiction. A member of the Dean’s List 
the entire time, she graduated with straight As.

Since then, Angel has interned with RAHAB and IBH, and IBH 
hired her full time in February – a huge milestone for a woman who 
overcame so many obstacles along life’s path.

“I am 43 years old today,” Angel says. “I never thought I’d live to see 
20.”

ANGEL’S STORY

“She thought she met 
her knight in shining 
armor... Instead, 
he raped her, beat 
her and turned her 
onto the streets as a 
prostitute.”

Angel Dague credits the unconditional love and 
acceptance of Becky Moreland from RAHAB Ministries 

for helping her find her way to Jesus and a new life.

Kathie Clark Brown
kathiebrown1968@yahoo.com
Margaret Claflin 
maclaflin@att.net
Linda Edwards, 
ledwar@att.net
Jamie Fuller
jjfull123@neo.rr.com

Heidi Holbaugh
thehobos@hotmail.com
Jenn Lewis
lewisfour@yahoo.com
Linda Maynard
lrmaynard@hotmail.com
Jennifer Smith, 
jls482@sbcglobal.net

Bunny Suplit
bsuplit@sbcglobal.net
Linda Thompson
ljtom120@yahoo.com
Chris Uhl 
todduhl@hotmail.com

“I am 43 years old 
today,” Angel says. 
“I never thought I’d 
live to see 20.”


