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We, the women of WOW, 
seek to meet the needs of 
women, locally and around 
the world, who are oppressed 
emotionally, physically and 
spiritually, all in the name of 
Jesus Christ and for the glory 
of God.

It all starts wIth jesus. 

Thanks to the selflessness of all who attended 
last April’s Very Special Purse Party II, four local 
organizations received donations. As WOW 
prepares for the Very Special Purse Party III, (see 
Tickets article on page 4) we want to introduce 
you to the ministries that you helped support and 
the personal stories that gifts like yours helped to 
make happen. But in reviewing all of these stories, 
we realized one important truth:
It all starts with Jesus.
•	 Tho Tho Dah (From Refugee to Robes of 

Righteousness, p. 1) found educational support, 
friendships and leadership training through 
her involvement with Urban Vision. But it all 
started with Jesus.

•	 Tanya Reynolds (Truly Reached by T.R.Y., p. 1) 
found forgiveness, acceptance and pathways to 
livelihood through T.R.Y. Ministries. But it all 
started with Jesus.

•	 The men and women who are part of the 
Mohambe Agriculture Field – made possible 
by the first ever Very Special Purse Party in 
2011 – found sustenance and a sustainable 
income for their families. But it all started with 
their participation in spiritual transformation 
groups. It all started with Jesus.

And that is WOW’s mission:
“In the Name of Jesus Christ and for the glory of 
God, WOW – Women for Oppressed Women 
seeks to meet the needs of women locally and 
around the world who are emotionally, physically 
or spiritually oppressed.”
It’s WOW’s mission, but it only has been possible 
through your support. And to continue this 
mission, we know we will need your future 
support. So we thank you deeply for all you have 
done before. And we ask boldly for you to join us 
again. This issue of Sew and Sow is full of updates 
on the upcoming purse party. We trust that you 
will mark your calendars for Friday, November 
7, 2014 and join us as we link arms and hearts 
together for the sake of the poor and oppressed.
 In Christ’s love,
 WOW Women for Oppressed Women
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truly reached by t.r.y 
Her name is Tanya. But she didn’t hear her name 
much when she was growing up. The oldest of 12 
siblings, Tanya says she also was the one most hated 
by her mother. If her siblings did something wrong, 
Tanya received the 
punishments. And 
when her mom was 
trying to get her 
attention, it was 
through a series of 

expletives, not the name she was given at birth. Tanya 
says she never knew her real father, but she had an adoptive father that she believes 
loved her. She never heard that word – love – growing up, though.

Tanya also was a quiet child who liked to stay indoors. Her mom didn’t think this 
was good for her, so she sent her outside. Where Tanya lived, though, going outside 
meant meeting up with one of two groups – the good, church-going kids or the wild, 
crime-committing kids. The rebel in Tanya won out, and she started running with 
the wrong crowd. By 17, Tanya found herself in the local women’s prison, and by 23, 
she was incarcerated at Marysville State Penitentiary. That would end up being the 
first of eight trips to Marysville for Tanya.
Continued on page 2. 

Find us on 
facebook!

1968 Fox Trace Trail
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Phone:  330.928.4493
E-mail:  wow3moz@yahoo.com

Web:  www.wow-ministry.org

It’s Here!
Our new websIte!
We’re so excited to have a new way to share 
updates, photos, and upcoming events. 

Visit:  wOw-mInIstry.Org

Sew Sow

“She was the one 
most hated by her 
mother.”

FrOm reFugee tO rObed In rIghteOusness
When Tho Tho (pronounced Too Too) Dah was eight years old, 
she found herself living alongside her parents and two siblings 
in a refugee camp on the border of Thailand. Her family had 
not been through any natural disaster, nor had her country 

been ravaged by disease or famine. 
Tho Tho and her family were forced 
out of their home by war – a civil 
war that has lasted more than 70 
years and that is rooted in 
nothing more than prejudice 
and oppression.

Tho Tho and her family are Karen (pronounced Cuh 
RIN), descendants of Mongolia who number 7 million. A simple, peace-
loving, unassuming nation with deeply held religious beliefs, the Karen 
have called the land of Burma their home since 739 B.C. Originally, the 
Karen named their land kaw lah, meaning Green Land. It was fertile and 
fruitful and caused the Karen to rename the place Kawthoolei, which 
means land free of all evils, famine, misery and strife. That freedom, 
however didn’t last for long.

Continued on page 3.

“Tho Tho and her 
family were forced 
out of their home 
by war...” by the grace of god and through 

the ministry of urban Vision, tho 
tho has been delivered from the 
refugee camps of myanmar and 

into a life led by christ.

The Very Special Purse Party III is just over six months away, and WOW is very excited to share two great ways to purchase your tickets!

get yOur tIckets here!

Kathie Clark Brown
kathiebrown1968@yahoo.com
Margaret Claflin 
maclaflin@att.net
Julie Davis, 
julie.davis@the-chapel.org
Linda Edwards, 
ledwar@att.net
Jamie Fuller
jjfull@sbcglobal.net
Heidi Holbaugh
thehobos@hotmail.com

Jenn Lewis
lewisfour@yahoo.com
Linda Maynard
lrmaynard@hotmail.com
Jennifer Smith, 
jls482@sbcglobal.net
Bunny Suplit
bsuplit@sbcglobal.net
Linda Thompson
ljtom120@yahoo.com
Chris Uhl 
todduhl@hotmail.com

wOw’s lOcal grant deadlIne extended 
tO june 1

WOW – Women for Oppressed Women 
is inviting local ministries to apply for 
grants to support outreach to the poor 
and oppressed, and we have extended 
our deadline for submission to June 1, 
2014. 
To better help WOW understand and 
respond to the needs that surround 
Greater Akron, we have adopted a 
grant funding system. The purpose of 
the grant will be to fund organizations 
whose hearts – like WOW – are broken 
for the poor and oppressed. WOW 
desires to partner with other like-

minded ministries by offering financial and prayer support and by raising 
awareness about their work.
If you are aware of a local ministry that would benefit from funding and 
awareness-building, please encourage them to contact Julie Davis at  
julie.davis@the-chapel.org or direct them to the application on our website, 
www.wow-ministry.org.

Option #1:
Beginning August 1 through September 30, you may purchase your tickets 
from any of the following WOW board members:

The cost of these tickets will be $20 per person. But hurry! After September 30, 
you will have to purchase your tickets via Option #2.

Option #2:
Ticket purchases from October 1 through 
November 7 must be made online through 
iTickets.com. You can access iTickets by going 
directly to their website, or by following the link 
on our website, www.wow-ministry.org. Cost of 
these tickets also is $20, plus a $3 service fee.
As always, we are so grateful and pleased to say 
that (excluding the iTicket fee) 100 percent of ticket 
proceeds will go to serve the poor and oppressed 
in Greater Akron and Africa.
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dOn’t mIss Out!

the bOard OF wOw
(l to r) Linda Thompson, Bunny Suplit, Julie Davis, Margaret Claflin, Linda 
Maynard, Linda Edwards, Kathie Brown, Chris Uhl, Heidi Holbaugh, 
Jennifer Smith and Jamie Fuller. Not pictured: Jenn Lewis.



there’s stIll 
tIme tO PrOVIde 
helP thrOugh 
yOur handbag!
May 31, 2014 is the deadline 
for donations of new and very 
lightly loved handbags for the 
Very Special Purse Party III.

Did you know that those cute, fun, leather and Vera Bradley-style 
handbags in your closet could teach a woman to sew, provide food 
for her family or give her new life and job skills? More importantly, 
did you know that your pretty purse could point someone to Jesus 
Christ?
Believe it! WOW – Women for Oppressed Women is collecting 
brand new and very lightly loved handbags for just those 
initiatives, and your handbag will help pave the way!
BUT, WAIT, THERE’S MORE!
For those who would like to donate Purses with a Purpose – 
themed handbags filled with all sorts of goodies – WOW has 
starter kits for those types of bags, too.
For more information, or to receive a packet of information, 
please contact Margaret Claflin at maclaflin@att.net or by calling 
330.603.4610.

In October 2011, WOW held its first ever Very Special Purse Party 
in order to fund the start-up of an agriculture microenterprise in 
Mozambique --  one that depended little on foreign aid for supplies 
or purchases. Our guests and friends heard the call for this need, and 
responded with open hearts and open wallets. WOW was able to 
underwrite the start-up of a field measuring four hectares (four football 
fields) on which 40 families could begin to grow produce.

But it all started with Jesus.

Before any of these families could participate in this small business, they 
first were asked to participate in a small group to study God’s word and to 
learn about the love of Christ. Through meeting together these men and 
women grew as a Christ-centered community, and now they were ready 
to launch a business led by the Lord, as well.

The business model, superintended by the greatest CEO in history, Jesus 
Christ Himself, has worked! During a recent trip to Mozambique, WOW 
co-founder Linda Thompson and her husband Ray – along with Todd 
Uhl, husband of WOW board member Chris Uhl and friends, Greg and 
Michelle King, visited the Mohambe field. The picture above shows the 

lush produce that is thriving 
in the field! In fact, for 
tomatoes alone, the yield 
for the past 2 years has been 
296,323 pounds!

To put that number in 
perspective, we must 
compare it to the yields of a 
few other fields in the area, 
which are more established 
than Mohambe. In the same two years, they yielded 229,366 combined! 
Additionally, the Mohambe field now measures 12 hectares and includes 
75 families! The field has tripled in acreage and nearly doubled in 
association members!

WOW knows that this success has been because of the Lord Jesus, who 
has guided the people of Mozambique through this venture. We look 
forward to sharing more good news with you in future issues. 

truly reached by t.r.y
Continued from page 1. 

For Tanya, it looked like the end of the road. Instead, she found 
a life of new beginnings. And it started with Jesus.
During one of those times at the women’s prison, Tanya met 
Janet Paul. Janet is the Director of Women’s Ministries for 
TRY -- Truly Reaching You Ministries. “Truly Reaching You is 
committed to helping men and women, reentering the com-
munity from incarceration and/or addiction, transition into 
healthy lifestyles, renewed attitudes, and positive relationships 
through Christian principles.” Janet comes alongside women 
while they are still imprisoned, encouraging them through Bible 
studies and personal meetings. When those women leave the 
prison, Janet and a small but mighty group of volunteers come 
alongside them, providing more Bible study, job training and a 
community in which they can receive love and encouragement. 
For Tanya, that combination has been a recipe for success.

“Janet never gives up on us!” Tanya says. “She never talks bad 
about us. She’s one of my angels.”
Tanya says that since she has come to TRY, she has come to 
know God more. She also has started to feel.

“I get on my 
knees when I get 
out of bed,” Tanya 
says. “I feel now, 
and I know I can 
depend on God. 
I have peace of 
mind.”
Tanya also has 
learned about 
love.
“Love means God 
– Jesus Christ,” 
Tanya explains, adding what she has discovered through TRY, 
“Somebody has loved me all the while.”
For Tanya, TRY offers her a group with whom she’s excited to 
run. When asked how she would describe TRY to someone 
considering coming, Tanya says she would tell them the Bible 
studies are awesome and that there are people there with whom 
you can talk.
“At TRY you have a spiritual friend,” Tanya says, encouragingly. 
“Go to TRY. They are there with open arms.”

We loved you so much that we were delighted to share 

with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, 

because you had become so dear to us.”    1 thessalonians 2:8

through try ministries, tanya reynolds has 
found christ’s path to abundant life while 

learning new pathways to livelihood.

WOW recently had the pleasure of speaking before the 
Dorcus/Rebecca Guild at First Christian Church in Stow. 
We were so warmly received by the women there who 
definitely have hearts for serving others!  In addition to 
their monthly meetings, the women of this guild support 
a variety of local charitable organizations, including 
Family Promise, which provides food and necessities to 
impoverished families in Stow. WOW definitely felt a 
close bond to these loving ladies! 

Do you belong to a church or civic group? Would you 
like to introduce them to WOW – Women for Oppressed 

Women? If so, please 
contact Linda Maynard 
at 330.668.3985 or 
e-mail us at  
wow3moz@yahoo.com.

wOw Is hOsted by 
dOrcas rebekah guIld

wOw board member 
linda maynard is 
welcomed by dorcus 
rebecca guild member 
donna maynard at the 
guild’s april meeting.

mOhambe FIeld uPdate

Continued from page 1.

Around 849 A.D., the Burmese came into 
the land, bringing with them the medieval 
government system of feudalism. The 
peaceful Karen soon found themselves 
servants and slaves to Burmese lords who 
persecuted, tortured and oppressed them 
for nearly 1,000 years. The Karen had a 
reprieve for a little over a century, when 
Great Britain occupied and colonized 
Burma. That season of refreshment ended 

during World War II, however, when the Japanese invaded the land and began 
to attack Karen villages, saying they were spies for the British. For the 70-
plus years since that great World War, the Karen have been fighting for their 
freedom with very little support from other countries around the globe.

Fast forward to 2006, and the Dah Family found themselves suffering under 
the Burmese oppression with miniscule chance of finding a way out on their 
own. Only by the intervention of the United Nations could Tho Tho and her 
family escape the refugee camp and make their way to the United States. By 
the grace of God, it turns out, the Dahs landed in Akron, Ohio – very near the 
Christian outreach ministry called Urban Vision.

Founded by Jody Matthews and some volunteers, Urban Vision had been 
helping several families in the North Hill area of Akron with many of their 
needs, including after-school homework help. A friend of Jody’s mentioned 
that there was a group of Karen who needed help. The year was 2007, and 
by then, Tho Tho and her family were among those needing assistance. 
When Jody, her husband, Rodney, and their children arrived at the house 
on Howard Street where the Karen had gathered, they found 30 to 40 kids, 
speaking minimal English and all needing help with their homework. With 
very few textbooks or supplies, the Matthews spent the next few months doing 
what they could to help. They knew they could support the kids even more, 

however, if the Karen children could come to Urban Vision’s headquarters on 
Blaine Avenue.

For Urban Vision, helping Tho Tho and the Karen people in North Akron 
is a call from God. Urban Vision’s mission is to “Reach the North Akron 
Community by demonstrating the redemptive love of Jesus Christ through 
Christ-centered programs focused on the needs of the people, restoring the 
community one child and family at a time.” The Karen children had a need for 
education, and the Matthews, along with dedicated volunteers, committed to 
providing for that need in a Christ-centered, God-glorifying way.

In addition to providing educational support to Tho Tho, her family and 
her friends, Urban Vision began to foster their leadership skills through 
the Leadership Development Program. As a 6th grader, Tho Tho began to 
participate in that program. Through the encouragement of her friends and 
the support of volunteers, she learned about Jesus and the Christian faith, and 
she learned how to serve others. 

For Tho Tho and her Karen friends, however, the educational obstacles 
continued to be problematic. Urban Vision could see those problems and 
knew something more needed to be done. In 2012, the ministry opened its 
doors to 11 students – the first class of the Beacon School. Unlike the public 
school system, which must educate kids at grade levels, Beacon can tailor each 
student’s education to his or her level of comprehension. One high school 
student came to Beacon testing only at a first-grade level. Within a few months 
of a tailored education, however, the young man was reading 200-page books!

In 2013, Tho Tho and nine other students were able to come to Beacon full 
time. In addition to finding better educational opportunities, however, Tho 
Tho found something much greater – a relationship with Jesus Christ.

“It’s because of Urban Vision that I became a Christian and that I found great 
friends,” Tho Tho said. “I grow more and become a better person because of 
the people around me. It’s a great place to be!”

FrOm reFugee tO rObed In rIghteOusness
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the world, who are oppressed 
emotionally, physically and 
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of God.
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Thanks to the selflessness of all who attended 
last April’s Very Special Purse Party II, four local 
organizations received donations. As WOW 
prepares for the Very Special Purse Party III, (see 
Tickets article on page 4) we want to introduce 
you to the ministries that you helped support and 
the personal stories that gifts like yours helped to 
make happen. But in reviewing all of these stories, 
we realized one important truth:
It all starts with Jesus.
•	 Tho Tho Dah (From Refugee to Robes of 

Righteousness, p. 1) found educational support, 
friendships and leadership training through 
her involvement with Urban Vision. But it all 
started with Jesus.

•	 Tanya Reynolds (Truly Reached by T.R.Y., p. 1) 
found forgiveness, acceptance and pathways to 
livelihood through T.R.Y. Ministries. But it all 
started with Jesus.

•	 The men and women who are part of the 
Mohambe Agriculture Field – made possible 
by the first ever Very Special Purse Party in 
2011 – found sustenance and a sustainable 
income for their families. But it all started with 
their participation in spiritual transformation 
groups. It all started with Jesus.

And that is WOW’s mission:
“In the Name of Jesus Christ and for the glory of 
God, WOW – Women for Oppressed Women 
seeks to meet the needs of women locally and 
around the world who are emotionally, physically 
or spiritually oppressed.”
It’s WOW’s mission, but it only has been possible 
through your support. And to continue this 
mission, we know we will need your future 
support. So we thank you deeply for all you have 
done before. And we ask boldly for you to join us 
again. This issue of Sew and Sow is full of updates 
on the upcoming purse party. We trust that you 
will mark your calendars for Friday, November 
7, 2014 and join us as we link arms and hearts 
together for the sake of the poor and oppressed.
 In Christ’s love,
 WOW Women for Oppressed Women
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truly reached by t.r.y 
Her name is Tanya. But she didn’t hear her name 
much when she was growing up. The oldest of 12 
siblings, Tanya says she also was the one most hated 
by her mother. If her siblings did something wrong, 
Tanya received the 
punishments. And 
when her mom was 
trying to get her 
attention, it was 
through a series of 

expletives, not the name she was given at birth. Tanya 
says she never knew her real father, but she had an adoptive father that she believes 
loved her. She never heard that word – love – growing up, though.

Tanya also was a quiet child who liked to stay indoors. Her mom didn’t think this 
was good for her, so she sent her outside. Where Tanya lived, though, going outside 
meant meeting up with one of two groups – the good, church-going kids or the wild, 
crime-committing kids. The rebel in Tanya won out, and she started running with 
the wrong crowd. By 17, Tanya found herself in the local women’s prison, and by 23, 
she was incarcerated at Marysville State Penitentiary. That would end up being the 
first of eight trips to Marysville for Tanya.
Continued on page 2. 

Find us on 
facebook!

1968 Fox Trace Trail
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Phone:  330.928.4493
E-mail:  wow3moz@yahoo.com

Web:  www.wow-ministry.org

It’s Here!
Our new websIte!
We’re so excited to have a new way to share 
updates, photos, and upcoming events. 

Visit:  wOw-mInIstry.Org

Sew Sow

“She was the one 
most hated by her 
mother.”

FrOm reFugee tO rObed In rIghteOusness
When Tho Tho (pronounced Too Too) Dah was eight years old, 
she found herself living alongside her parents and two siblings 
in a refugee camp on the border of Thailand. Her family had 
not been through any natural disaster, nor had her country 

been ravaged by disease or famine. 
Tho Tho and her family were forced 
out of their home by war – a civil 
war that has lasted more than 70 
years and that is rooted in 
nothing more than prejudice 
and oppression.

Tho Tho and her family are Karen (pronounced Cuh 
RIN), descendants of Mongolia who number 7 million. A simple, peace-
loving, unassuming nation with deeply held religious beliefs, the Karen 
have called the land of Burma their home since 739 B.C. Originally, the 
Karen named their land kaw lah, meaning Green Land. It was fertile and 
fruitful and caused the Karen to rename the place Kawthoolei, which 
means land free of all evils, famine, misery and strife. That freedom, 
however didn’t last for long.

Continued on page 3.

“Tho Tho and her 
family were forced 
out of their home 
by war...” by the grace of god and through 

the ministry of urban Vision, tho 
tho has been delivered from the 
refugee camps of myanmar and 

into a life led by christ.

The Very Special Purse Party III is just over six months away, and WOW is very excited to share two great ways to purchase your tickets!

get yOur tIckets here!

Kathie Clark Brown
kathiebrown1968@yahoo.com
Margaret Claflin 
maclaflin@att.net
Julie Davis, 
julie.davis@the-chapel.org
Linda Edwards, 
ledwar@att.net
Jamie Fuller
jjfull@sbcglobal.net
Heidi Holbaugh
thehobos@hotmail.com

Jenn Lewis
lewisfour@yahoo.com
Linda Maynard
lrmaynard@hotmail.com
Jennifer Smith, 
jls482@sbcglobal.net
Bunny Suplit
bsuplit@sbcglobal.net
Linda Thompson
ljtom120@yahoo.com
Chris Uhl 
todduhl@hotmail.com

wOw’s lOcal grant deadlIne extended 
tO june 1

WOW – Women for Oppressed Women 
is inviting local ministries to apply for 
grants to support outreach to the poor 
and oppressed, and we have extended 
our deadline for submission to June 1, 
2014. 
To better help WOW understand and 
respond to the needs that surround 
Greater Akron, we have adopted a 
grant funding system. The purpose of 
the grant will be to fund organizations 
whose hearts – like WOW – are broken 
for the poor and oppressed. WOW 
desires to partner with other like-

minded ministries by offering financial and prayer support and by raising 
awareness about their work.
If you are aware of a local ministry that would benefit from funding and 
awareness-building, please encourage them to contact Julie Davis at  
julie.davis@the-chapel.org or direct them to the application on our website, 
www.wow-ministry.org.

Option #1:
Beginning August 1 through September 30, you may purchase your tickets 
from any of the following WOW board members:

The cost of these tickets will be $20 per person. But hurry! After September 30, 
you will have to purchase your tickets via Option #2.

Option #2:
Ticket purchases from October 1 through 
November 7 must be made online through 
iTickets.com. You can access iTickets by going 
directly to their website, or by following the link 
on our website, www.wow-ministry.org. Cost of 
these tickets also is $20, plus a $3 service fee.
As always, we are so grateful and pleased to say 
that (excluding the iTicket fee) 100 percent of ticket 
proceeds will go to serve the poor and oppressed 
in Greater Akron and Africa.
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VsPPIII tIcket
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VsPPIII tIcket

dOn’t mIss Out!

the bOard OF wOw
(l to r) Linda Thompson, Bunny Suplit, Julie Davis, Margaret Claflin, Linda 
Maynard, Linda Edwards, Kathie Brown, Chris Uhl, Heidi Holbaugh, 
Jennifer Smith and Jamie Fuller. Not pictured: Jenn Lewis.


