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We, the women of WOW, 
seek to meet the needs of 
women, locally and around 
the world, who are oppressed 
emotionally, physically and 
spiritually, all in the name of 
Jesus Christ and for the glory 
of God.

MINISTRY & MINISTERS

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! As WOW enters 2014, we 
reflect gratefully on the success of the Very Special 
Purse Party II and anticipate joyfully the Very 
Special Purse Party III, to be held on November 
7. (See Save the Date on p. 4) Plans for the next 
party are in full gear, and we don’t mind telling 
you that we are very excited about the new twists 
and surprises we are coordinating! 
WOW – Women for Oppressed Women 
consider ourselves to be ministers of ministry. 
We recognize that there are vital ministries 
being done around the world that need spiritual, 
financial and physical support. We look to 
provide that support through awareness-building 
and fund raising activities. The Hygiene Kit 
project (see update on this page) is just one of the 
ministries that we have been able to help through 
the generosity of friends like you.
WOW also realizes that no ministries occur 
without ministers, and we are thankful to have 
some very special ministers right in our midst. 
Please see Mini Purses Bring in Big Gifts on page 
two  and Hands to Work, Hearts to God on page 
three to read how members of the WOW board 
have been investing their talents to minister to 
ministries through fund raising. You also can 
meet the full board on page four, and learn how 
we are expanding our ministry to ministers 
through WOW’s local grant application (see page 
two).
Finally, WOW invites you to join us as a minister 
of ministry! We are now receiving donations of 
new and very lightly loved designer, Vera Bradley-
style and otherwise fun purses and Purses with a 
Purpose (themed handbags). See page three for 
information on how you can donate.
WOW thanks you again for all of your support! 
Check out future issues of Sew & Sow for special 
profiles of the local ministries your generosity 
helped through the Very Special Purse Party II.

 In Christ’s love,
 WOW Women for Oppressed Women
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HYGIENE KITS UPDATE  by Jenn Lewis

There are so many things we take for granted 
here in the United States.  When we need 
water, we go to the faucet and pour ourselves 
a tall refreshing glass.  When we need fruits or 
vegetables, we go to one of the many grocers and 
purchase whatever we might like.  We know our 
life is easier than those in Mozambique and we 
want to do everything we can to lighten their 
load or make life better for them.

Over the last year we were made aware of another physical need in these villages - 
the women either have no access to monthly feminine products or do not have the 
disposable income to purchase them.  Because of this, they are restricted to using 
less than hygienic materials and staying at home, unable to work in the fields or 
attend any Bible teachings.  In a hope to help these women, over a hundred people 
from the greater Akron/Canton area made and assembled hygiene kits to send to 

Mozambique.  

While I was there in September, 
we handed out these kits, which 
included two reusable feminine 
napkins, underwear, soap, 
wash-n-wear instructions, and 
a devotional about the bleeding 
woman in Luke 8, to the women 
in Koka Misava.  After explaining 
what everything was and how the 
kit was to be used, we told the 
women how much we loved them 
and how this group from Ohio 
wanted to help them with this 
need.  

I cannot even begin to describe their reaction to these kits.  All the women began 
cheering and clapping.  Then the women began singing – thanking God for this gift.  
Several women even stood up in the middle of the circle and began dancing.  They 
danced and sang and praised God for His abundance and His care for them.  I have 
never seen such a reaction to something we here in the US would find so 
basic.   Their joy was real and very, very contagious!

Their lives are hard and difficult, and they have seen one trial after 
another, but their faith is strong and their trust in God is inspiring.  I 
was so honored to be a part of giving these kits to over fifty women in 
Koka Misava and meeting such a personal need.  I will never forget that 
time of praising God with my sisters in Christ.  Our God is so good!Find us on 

facebook!

1968 Fox Trace Trail
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Phone:  330.928.4493
E-mail:  wow3moz@yahoo.com

Web:  www.wow-ministry.org

It’s Here!
OUR NEW WEBSITE!
We’re so excited to have a new way to share 
updates, photos, and upcoming events. 

Visit:  WOW-MINISTRY.ORG

IT’S OFFICIAL!  THE DATE IS SET FOR VSPPIII!

The Very Special Purse Party III (VSPPIII) is officially scheduled for FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 7, 2014 at Guy’s Party Center! Doors will open at 6 p.m., and dinner will 
be served at 7 p.m. We’ll have many of the boutiques you’ve come to love at our previous 
events, but look out for some new, fun surprises! Mark your calendars now and plan to 
join us! And don’t forget to look for updates on our Facebook page and in future issues 
of Sew & Sow.

Sew Sow
“Their lives are hard 
and difficult, and they 
have seen one trial after 
another, but their faith is 
strong and their trust in 
God is inspiring.”

The women of Koka Misava in Mozambique were 
elated by the gift of the hygiene kits provided by WOW.

THE BOARD OF WOW
(l to r) Linda Thompson, Bunny Suplit, Julie Davis, Margaret Claflin, Linda Maynard, 
Linda Edwards, Kathie Brown, Chris Uhl, Heidi Holbaugh, Jennifer Smith and Jamie 
Fuller. Not pictured: Jenn Lewis. WOW HOSTS A THANKSGIVING 

OPPORTUNITEA

On Saturday, November 30, 2013, WOW hosted 
a Thanksgiving Weekend OpportuniTEA at 
The Root Café in Cuyahoga Falls. The purpose 
of the TEA was to bring women together 
to update them on the Very Special Purse 
Party II and to provide a status report on the 
agricultural microenterprise in Mozambique, 
as well as the four local ministries that WOW 
supported through Purse Party proceeds.

WOW also announced our plans for the 
VSPPIII, which will be held on Friday, 
November 7, 2014. We asked for guests’ support 
in securing new silent auction purses. More 
than 40 starter kits were distributed to generous 
women who want to help. And more starter kits 
are available! For more information, see (Purse 
Collection article) on page 2.



Twelve women, twelve dollars, 
and a twelve-fold challenge.  
In August 2013, the twelve-
member board of WOW – 

Women for Oppressed Women 
received a challenge by founder 
and administrative leader Kathie 

Brown: take her gift of $12 and determine a personalized way to increase it 
twelve-fold for the sake of poor and oppressed women around the world. 
The board received the challenge gratefully, albeit a little nervously; but 
one thing every member knew is that they would put their

Hands to Work, and their Hearts to God. 

Many board members are still working on their challenges, but Linda 
Edwards knew immediately what she would do. She invested her $12 in 
ingredients to bake cookies, and began to take orders! All the while she had 
an even bigger dream – to utilize her love of crafting to sell items at local craft 
shows. Once she made her idea known, many WOW board members jumped 
right in to help. 

Soon, WOW’s Hands to Work, Hearts to God craft table was up and running at Green High School Band Boosters Fall Craft Show 
and the CVCA Christmas Faire. In addition to Linda’s handmade tote bags and baby bundles, as well as her homemade pecan caramel 
corn, WOW’s craft table included themed tea cups by Margaret Claflin, handmade pendants by Jamie Fuller and Heidi Holbaugh, 
knitted scarves by Julie Davis, Pumpkin Rolls by Linda Thompson, and boot cuffs and bracelets by Jenn Lewis. 

Thanks to the talents and energy invested by Linda and other WOW board members, WOW raised nearly $1000 from the craft shows 
alone, all of which will be utilized to support ministries to the poor and oppressed. And there is still opportunity to grow those funds! 
Best Bib and Tucker, a consignment store in Hartville, OH, is consigning Jenn’s boot cuffs, as well as Jamie’s and Heidi’s pendants. For 
more information, go to www.shopbestbibandtucker.com, or call 330.877.3308. 

HELP FROM A HANDBAG? ... YES!
Did you know that those cute, fun, leather and Vera 
Bradley-style handbags in your closet could teach a 
woman to sew, provide food for her family or give her 
new life and job skills? More importantly, did you know 
that your pretty purse could point someone to Jesus Christ?

Believe it! WOW – Women for Oppressed Women is 
collecting brand new and very lightly loved handbags for 
just those initiatives. In preparation for our Very Special 
Purse Party III, to be held on November 7, 2014, WOW 
is collecting brand new or very lightly loved leather 
(designer and/or just really cute!) and Vera Bradley-style 
handbags from February 1 through May 31, 2014. 

BUT, WAIT, THERE’S MORE!

For those who would like to donate Purses with a 
Purpose – themed handbags filled with all sorts of 
goodies – WOW has starter kits for those types of bags, 
too.

For more information, or to receive a packet of 
information, please contact Margaret Claflin at 
maclaflin@att.net or by calling 330.603.4610.

WOW Advisory Board member Margaret Claflin 
has been a long-time advocate for the poor and 
oppressed in Greater Akron. Her advocacy is not 
limited, however, to simply writing a check or 
passing along information. Like so many Friends of 
WOW, Margaret’s support is the roll-up-your-shirt-
sleeves, jump-right-in and get-your-hands-dirty 
kind of help. It is no wonder, then, that she jumped 
into action so quickly last year when she learned 
of WOW’s intentions to raise funds for four local 
ministries at our Very Special Purse Party II.

Margaret gathered information immediately on 
the four ministries WOW hoped to serve, and she 
utilized that information to request a $1000 grant 
from the Junior Women’s Civic Club (JWCC) – another strong, local organization in which Margaret holds a 
leadership role.  The JWCC generously approved that grant, but Margaret already had a plan to increase the 
gift to benefit those in need. She utilized the funds to purchase hundreds of mini purses – some of which were 
used at the Purse Party. Margaret sold the remainder at her hair salon, Klassic Kuts, in downtown Akron. 

By April 13, 2013, the date of the Very Special Purse Party II, Margaret had doubled the value of the grant 
money given to WOW by the JWCC. Four local ministries – ICU Pregnancy Services, Rahab Ministries, 
TRY Ministries and Urban Vision, received monetary gifts of $500 each. WOW is thankful for the Junior 
Women’s Civic Club for its generous gift for the poor and oppressed of Greater Akron. We also are grateful 
for one woman’s heart and the ingenuity she employed to stretch that gift even further and provide substantial 
contributions to four crucial organizations. Look for more information on ICU, Rahab, TRY and Urban Vision 
in upcoming issues of Sew & Sow.

MINI PURSES BRING IN BIG GIFTS

Thanks to the generosity of the Junior Women’s Civic Club 
and Margaret Claflin’s entrepreneurial spirit, four local ministries 

received monetary gifts through WOW.

Led by WOW Advisory Board member Linda Edwards, 
WOW members put their hands to work and their hearts to God 

to raise money through local craft shows.

WOW is seeking donations like these from all of
 our friends for the Very Special Purse Party III.

We loved you so much that we were delighted to share 

with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, 

because you had become so dear to us.”    1 Thessalonians 2:8

Are you are aware of a Greater Akron/Canton 
ministry that is extending its hands and hearts out 
to women who are oppressed? If so, then WOW 
encourages you to share the news of our new local 
grant application form. 

Beginning in February 2014, WOW is inviting local 
ministries to apply for grants to support outreach to 
the poor and oppressed.

The heartbeat of WOW-Women for Oppressed 
Women, began when the hearts of several women 
became so broken over the needs they were seeing. 
To do nothing, in their opinion, was no longer an 
option. Over the last three years, WOW has sought 
to impact the lives of suffering women by partnering 
with others, originally in Mozambique, but growing 
to include India and several Akron-based ministries. 

WOW’s desire is to raise awareness and needed funds 
that will help transform the lives of those who are 
suffering, spiritually, emotionally and physically. 

To better help us understand and respond to the 
needs that surround Greater Akron, WOW has 
adopted a grant funding system to fund organizations 
whose hearts are also broken for the poor and 
oppressed. WOW desires to partner with other like-
minded ministries by offering financial and prayer 
support and by raising awareness about their work.

If you are aware of a local ministry that would 
benefit from funding and awareness-building, 
please encourage them to contact WOW by e-mail 
at wow3moz@yahoo.com. A member of the WOW 
board will be happy to assist them with the process.

WOW INITIATES LOCAL GRANT APPLICATION By Julie Davis


